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To the Citizens of Warren Township:
This Comprehensive Plan is a collection of statistics, goals and visions
that will lead our township into the future. The plan will enable us to
focus on the desires of the residents to keep the rural character of our
community, monitor future development, promote economic growth and
maintain the quality of life as we now enjoy.

The Township Supervisors will concentrate their efforts to complete the
tasks in a timely manner and addressing the priority needs of the
township first. We will be working in conjunction with county and state
officials to ensure that government regulations are followed.

We are here to serve, and by working this plan together we will be able to
ensure the growth and development of Warren Township. We believe our
future can only be “what we together put together.”

Sincerely,

Doug Young
Gene Raymond
J. Fred Wheaton
Warren Township Supervisors
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Preface:
The Role and Purpose of Comprehensive
Planning
The Comprehensive Plan is a policy guide for the future development of
Warren Township. The Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code (MPC),
Act 247 of 1968, as reenacted and amended, requires the Comprehensive
Plan to consider many factors that influence a community such as
location, character and timing of future development and events.

The Comprehensive Plan evaluates existing land use, transportation
systems, housing, community facilities and services, population trends
and natural and cultural resources of Warren Township; primarily,
within the Township boundaries but also in the context of the broader
region, where relevant. The Plan projects future growth trends based on
these analyses, and proposes the best possible land use and
implementation tools to accommodate expected growth while protecting
the Township’s vast and precious resources.

6

Warren Township Comprehensive Plan
The Pennsylvania’s Municipalities Planning Code, Act of 1968, P.L.
805, No.247, as reenacted and amended empowers local
municipalities including County governments…
…to plan for their physical development.
…to develop a “blueprint” for housing, transportation, community
facilities and utilities, and for land use.
…to establish community development goals and objectives that guide
future growth and development.
-Bradford County Comprehensive Plan
What the Comprehensive Plan does:
•Focuses on current trends and issues in Warren Township and
addresses these with innovative solutions.
•Provides the best possible projection on future conditions based on
current patterns and strategies to create a more desirable and
sustainable future.
•Directs future change through a vision of community potential.
•Establishes the framework for consistency between future land use
policies and land use regulatory measures.
•Assists Township, County, and State officials in their decision-making
processes.
What the Comprehensive Plan does not do:
• Does not affect regulations of individual properties.
• Does not determine land development, neither public nor private.
• Does not preclude future analysis or decision-making.
Ninety years ago, Frederick Law Olmstead, Jr., renowned designer/

Ninety years ago, Frederick Law Olmstead, Jr., renowned
designer/planner of several communities, in Pennsylvania, including the
first planned industrial town designed to be sold to its workers, urged
municipalities to “…create or acquire statistical databases on the
physical, social, economic and financial environment:; compile
information on relevant legal and administrative matters and draw up
accurate topographical maps.” To this end, a comprehensive plan entails
such an inventory and makes recommendations regarding policies
designed to guide future development thereby avoiding costly unwise
development. Olmstead also noted that “prevention is cheaper than the
cure.”
-Bradford County Comprehensive Plan
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Relationship between the Comprehensive Plan and Other
Plans:
The Warren Township Comprehensive Plan gives policy guidance and
direction to Township regulations and codes. The plan makes policy
recommendations to update the following plans and regulations to
provide residents of Warren Township with the best quality of life.

FAQ - Frequently Asked Questions:
Why does Warren Township have a Comprehensive Plan?
As the pace of change in northeastern Pennsylvania continues, public
policy must be reviewed. This plan will provide relevant goals and
strategies, and introduce new methods to guide the future character and
development of Warren Township.

How will the plan be used?
Local officials, citizen volunteers, landowners and developers should
evaluate proposed changes to the plans’ vision and carryout the goals set
forth.

Who is in charge of making this plan work?
While the Board of Supervisors and the planning commission will
implement this plan, public support for the vision and recommendations
will be most important. The public includes residents, business owners,
and organizations with a direct interest in the future of Warren
Township. With the support from the public, these officials and
community leaders can make the recommended changes to the way
community development and improvement is guided.
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Does this plan protect the Township’s natural areas and open
space?
The Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code ensures that Natural and
Historical resources are planned for protection in the Comprehensive
Plan.
Who will use the Plan?
The Comprehensive Plan can be used by many different people for
different purposes. Local officials can use the plan to help make sound
planning decisions, local citizens can view the plan to obtain information
about their municipality, and developers may use the plan to decide on
the best location for development. The Comprehensive Plan is also not
just for residents living within the Township borders. Citizens thinking
about possibly living in Warren Township can access data located in the
plan, which can aid their decision making if they are looking to move into
the Township. Overall, the comprehensive plan can be an important tool
that can be utilized by everyone.
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Legal Basis for Planning in Pennsylvania
and Abstract of the Warren Township
Community Comprehensive Plan
The Municipalities Planning Code – Act 247
(As Amended in Act 67 & 68 of 2000)

In Pennsylvania, the adoption of planning elements such as the Official
Map, Subdivision and Land Development Administration, Zoning, Capital
Improvements Programming, Planned Residential Development, Traditional
Neighborhood Development and even the Comprehensive Plan are not
mandatory under the Municipalities Planning Code (MPC). These planning
elements or tools are strictly voluntary programs that municipalities adopt
as part of an overall planning agenda, if they so choose.

One fundamental element or “tool” that municipalities can adopt in the
initial stages of a planning program is the Comprehensive Plan.
Comprehensive Plans are not municipal laws, however, they are a set of
policy measures for guiding future growth and development in a
municipality. The plan provides township officials with a “blueprint” of
how residents, businesses and industry envision their community’s future.
The “visioning” process can be as simple as a public meeting or contain
several group discussions focusing on the development of a community
vision or vision statement. This, again, is not mandatory under the “MPC”
or any other planning related statute, however, it allows the community
and its citizens to participate in the plan process from the bottom-up
instead of a top-down approach.

10

Warren Township Comprehensive Plan

A community that ultimately adopts a Comprehensive Community
Plan and adheres to its policy will benefit greatly when issues and
problems arise that relate to local planning. This engages the
planned community to assume a proactive stance in such a
situation, as opposed to a reactive stance in an unplanned
community.

The Comprehensive Plan is not a panacea for every community issue or
problem. Nevertheless, it can provide guidance to municipal elected
officials and consistency among municipal initiatives and activities that
cross municipal boundaries. One of the cornerstones of the Comprehensive
Plan process involves the development of Overall Community Development
Goals and Objectives. The Goals act as a “wish list” for the community to
consider to improve or enhance the community. A Goal may be: To provide
municipal parks in walking distance of every resident. This can be a very
daunting task for any municipality, but the goal does not have to be met
overnight. On the other hand, Objectives tell us how the community can
achieve the long-term or short-term Goal. An example that follows the
previously mentioned Goal may be: 1. Produce an inventory of open space
land in the municipality and determine the availability of such land for
park development. 2. Prioritize potential open land considering proximity
to schools, residences and linkages such as trails. In other words, the
Objectives set a community in the right path towards fulfilling their Goals.
Some may feel that Goals and Objectives are just wishes and simply that,
nonetheless, they do provide a basis for pursuing projects and sound
development within the community.

Another important part to the Community Comprehensive Plan includes
mapping and data collection. For the most part, this task can be done
simultaneously with the public input process. A township planning
11

Warren Township Comprehensive plan
commission can collect a myriad of data and mapping resources with
available GIS (Geographic Information System) technology and the
Internet. County and Regional Planning Agencies usually retain a vast
majority of the data needed to complete the Comprehensive Plan that may
include current census data, wetlands and floodplain locations, parcel
data and the like. This phase of the process is not just a scavenger hunt
for data, but it does allow the community to collect as much information as
possible to ascertain growth trends, available housing stock, existing and
future land use projections and transportation/pedestrian priorities.

In Pennsylvania, the Community Comprehensive Plan should contain the
basic components illustrated under Article III Section 301 of the MPC:

1. A statement of objectives of the municipality concerning its future
development, including, but not limited to, the location, character
and timing of future development, that may also serve as a
statement of community development objectives (as provided in
Section 606, MPC).

2. A plan for land use, which may include provisions for the amount,
intensity, character and timing of land use proposed for residence,
industry, business, agriculture, major traffic and transit facilities,
utilities, community facilities, public grounds, parks and recreation,
preservation of Prime Agricultural Land, floodplains and other areas
of special hazards and other similar uses.

2.1 A plan to meet housing needs of present residents and of those
individuals and families anticipated to reside in the municipality,
which may include the conservation of presently sound housing,
rehabilitation of housing in declining neighborhoods and that
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accommodation of expected new housing in different dwelling types
and at appropriate densities for households of all income levels.

3. A plan for movement of people and goods, which may include
expressways, highways, local street systems, parking facilities,
pedestrian and bikeway systems, public transit routes terminals,
airfields, port facilities, railroad facilities and other similar facilities
or uses.

4. A plan for community facilities and utilities, which may include
public and private education, recreation, municipal buildings, fire
and police stations, libraries, hospitals, water supply and
distribution, sewerage and waste treatment, solid waste
management, storm drainage and flood management, utility
corridors and associated facilities, and other similar facilities and
uses.

4.1 A statement of the interrelationships among the various plan
components which may include an estimate of the environmental,
energy conservation, fiscal, economic development and social
consequences on the municipality.

4.2 A discussion of short- and long-range plan implementation
strategies, which may include implications for capital improvements
programming, new or updated development regulations, and
identification of public funds potentially available.

5. A statement indicating that the existing and proposed development
of the municipality is compatible with the existing and proposed
development and plans in contiguous portions of neighboring
municipalities, or a statement indicating measures which have been
13
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taken to provide buffers or other transitional devices between
disparate uses, and a statement indicating that the existing and
proposed development of the municipality is generally consistent
with the objectives and plans of the county comprehensive plan.

6. A plan for the protection of natural and historic resources to the
extent not preempted by Federal or State law. This clause includes,
but is not limited to: wetlands and aquifer recharge zones,
woodlands, steep slopes, prime agricultural land, flood plains,
unique natural areas and historic sites. The plan shall be consistent
with and may not exceed those requirements imposed under the
following:

(i)

Act of June 22, 1937 (P.L. 187, No. 394), known as “The Clean
Streams Law”;

(ii)

Act of May 31, 1945 (P.L. 1198, No. 418), known as the “Surface
Mining Conservation and Reclamation Act”;

(iii)

Act of April 27, 1966 (1st Sp. Sess., P.L. 31, No.1), known as “The
Bituminous Mine Subsidence and Land Conservation Act”;

(iv)

Act of September 24, 1968 (P.L. 1040, No. 318), known as “The
Coal Refuse Disposal Control Act”;

(v)

Act of December 19, 1984 (P.L. 1140, No. 223), known as “The
Oil and Gas Act”;

(vi)

Act of December 19, 1984 (P.L. 1093, No. 219), known as “The
Noncoal Surface Mining Conservation and Reclamation Act”;

(vii)

Act of June 30, 1981 (P.L. 128, No. 43), known as “The
Agricultural Area Security Law”;

(viii)

Act of June 10, 1982 (P.L. 454, No. 133), entitled “An Act
protecting agricultural operations from nuisance suites and
ordinances under certain circumstances”; and
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(ix)

Act of May 20, 1993 (P.L. 12, No. 6), known as “The Nutrient
Management Act”, regardless of any agricultural operation within
the area to be affected by the plan is a concentrated agricultural
operation as defined under the act.

7. In addition to any other requirements of the act, a county
comprehensive plan shall:

(i)

Identify land uses as they relate to important natural resources
and appropriate utilization of existing minerals.

(ii)

Identify current and proposed land uses which have a regional
impact and significance, such as large shopping centers, major
industrial parks, mines and related activities, office parks,
storage facilities, large residential developments, regional
entertainment and recreational complexes, hospitals, airports
and port facilities.

(iii)

Identify a plan for the preservation and enhancement of prime
agricultural land and encourage the compatibility of land use
regulation with existing agricultural operations.

(iv)

Identify a plan for historic preservation.

The comprehensive plan shall include a plan for the reliable supply of
water, considering current and future water resource availability, uses
and limitations, including provisions adequate to protect water supply
resources. Any such plan shall be generally consistent with the State
Water Plan and any applicable water resources plan adopted by a river
basin commission. It shall also contain a statement recognizing that:

Lawful activities such as extraction of minerals impact water supply
sources and such activities are governed by statutes regulating mineral
extraction that specify replacement and restoration of water supplies
affected by such activities.
15

Warren Township Comprehensive plan

The municipal or multimunicipal comprehensive plan shall be reviewed at
least every ten years. The municipal or multimunicipal plan shall be sent
to the governing bodies of contiguous municipalities for review and
comment and shall also be sent to the Center for Local Government
Services for informational purposes. The municipal or multimunicipal
comprehensive plan shall also be sent to the county planning commissions,
or upon request of a county planning commission, a regional planning
commission when the comprehensive plan is updated or at ten year
intervals, whichever comes first, for review and comment on whether the
municipal or multimunicipal comprehensive plan remains generally
consistent with the county comprehensive plan and to indicate where the
local plan may deviate from the county comprehensive plan.

The municipal, multimunicipal or county comprehensive plan may identify
those areas where growth and development will occur so that a full range
of public infrastructure services, including sewer, water, highways, police
and fire protection, public schools, parks, open space and other services
can be adequately planned and provided as needed to accommodate
growth.

Warren Township may adopt and amend the comprehensive plan as a
whole or in part. Before adopting or amending the comprehensive plan or
any part thereof, the Warren Township Planning Commission shall hold at
least one public meeting before forwarding the proposed comprehensive
plan or amendment thereof to the Warren Township Supervisors. In
reviewing the proposed comprehensive plan, the Supervisors shall consider
the comments of the county, contiguous municipalities and school district,
as well as the public meeting comments and the recommendations of the
Warren Township Planning Commission. The comments from the county,
contiguous municipalities and the local school district shall be made to the
16
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Warren Township Supervisors within 45 days of receipt by the
Supervisors, and the proposed plan or amendment thereto shall not be
acted upon until such comment is received. If, however, the contiguous
municipalities and the local school district fail to respond within 45 days,
the Warren Township Supervisors may proceed without their comments.

Warren Township Supervisors shall hold at least one public hearing
pursuant to public notice. If, after the public hearing held on the proposed
plan or amendment to the plan, the proposed plan or proposed amendment
thereto is substantially revised, the Warren Township Supervisors shall
hold another public hearing, pursuant to public notice, before proceeding to
vote on the plan or amendment thereto.

The adoption of the comprehensive plan, or any part thereof, or a few
amendments thereto, shall be by resolution carried by the affirmative votes
of not less than a majority of all the members of the Warren Township
Supervisors. The resolution shall refer expressly to the maps, charts,
textual matter and other matters intended to form the whole or part of the
plan, and the action shall be recorded on the adopted plan or part.

Any subsequent proposed action of Warren Township Supervisors, its
departments, agencies and appointed authorities shall be submitted to the
Warren Township Planning Commission for its recommendations when the
proposed action related to:

(1) The location, opening, vacation, extension, widening,
narrowing, or enlargement of any street, public ground, pier
head or watercourse.

(2) The location, erection, demolition, removal or sale of any
public structure located within WARREN TOWNSHIP; or
17
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(3) The adoption, amendment or repeal of an official map,
subdivision and land development ordinance, zoning
ordinance or provisions for planned residential development,
or capital improvements program; or

(4) The construction, extension or abandonment of any waterline,
sewer line or sewage treatment facility.

The recommendations of the Warren Township Planning Commission
including a specific statement as to whether or not the proposed action is
in accordance with the objectives of the formally adopted comprehensive
plan shall be made in writing to the Warren Township Supervisors within
45 days.

The Comprehensive Plan is a living document that will ultimately provide
Warren Township Government with both a short- and long-term
implementation strategies for various projects that relate to community
development. The Municipalities Planning Code is a State guide that
assists the municipality in formulating a document that is consistent with
state regulations and the county comprehensive plan.

Throughout the following chapters, you, the reader, will learn more about
Warren Township’s community resources, character, its past and goals the
community has set for itself to progress within the next five to ten years.
Some of the goals may seem far-reaching, however, it is the intent of this
plan to strive for community betterment and provide a template for guiding
Warren Township’s future.

Please keep in mind that many volunteer hours have been dedicated to
this effort. The Warren Township Planning Commission spent numerous
18
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hours developing this document and learning more about what municipal
comprehensive planning entails in Pennsylvania. In addition, the citizens
of Warren Township should be commended for the time and dedication
they offered during the community survey and the community-visioning
meeting.

Overall, this Community Comprehensive Plan for Warren Township will
provide you with detailed account of trends and forces that shape this
community. It will also attempt to touch upon how Warren Township fits
within the surrounding region and Bradford County.

Warren Township Fireman’s Field Days
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Chapter 1
Introduction to Warren Township, PA
Warren Township lies in the northeastern portion of Bradford County.
Like much of rural Pennsylvania, natural resources such as Agriculture,
mining and forestry have been the foundation of the Township’s economy
and a way of life since its establishment in 1813. Today, Warren
Township continues to possess many of the rural traits and traditions
that helped to shape this continually growing municipality.

View from Casterline Road.
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Brief History of Warren (Martell) Township
The information gathered for the purposes of writing this History was
obtained primarily from History of Bradford County, Pennsylvania (17701878) by the Rev. Mr. David Craft (1878, Reprint 1992); History of
Bradford County, Pennsylvania by H. C. Bradsby (1891); and other
sources listed at the end of each section and/or contained in the text
below.
Introduction
Our past history plays a vital role in the preparation of The Warren
Township Comprehensive Plan. It lays out a path that has been taken by
our township and allows us to consider future options more clearly. By
considering our history, Warren Township and its residents can better
choose to continue along past directions or divert to pursue other
opportunities that may be more conducive to the ever changing local
environment and landscape. Most importantly, we need to understand
our past so that we do not repeat mistakes that may be avoided in the
future through proper planning.
From geography and pre-history we learn that Warren Township has
always been distinct from the rest of Bradford County. The surface of the
landscape is uneven and ill suited for large-scale commercial farming
operations. The timber is principally hemlock, birch, beech, and maple
with some basswood, pine, cherry, and ash. The soil is gravel and loam.
In the past, crops consisted of wheat, rye, oats, barley, corn, potatoes,
grass, and flax. Potatoes used to be the main crop, but now a much
smaller percentage of the land is under cultivation.
While the Susquehanna River valley was inhabited by Native American
tribes since remote prehistory, our mountainous region was a wooded
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backland, used primarily for hunting and fishing. With a large state
game land and many acres of private woodlands, marshes and lakes,
Warren Township is still well suited today for these same purposes.
The economic and social focus of our township has always been to the
east and north, while never directly being involved with the activities in
the Susquehanna Valley, to our west. In addition to the natural
mountainous barrier between the lands claimed by the Iroquois (later
Susquehanna Company) and the Delaware (later Delaware Company),
there were no connecting trails between Warren Township and the rest of
Bradford County. No major Iroquois trails traversed Warren Township,
however one north-south trail, roughly following modern day Route 187
from Nichols, New York to Wysox (Shawanese Town) and Towanda
(Towandaemunk), Pennsylvania skirted near the western border of the
township. Towanda (Dawantaa) probably was a derogative Iroquois word
for "fretful" or "tedious" while the older name Towandaemunk meant
"burial place". The Minisink Path, which ran eastward from Athens
(Diahoca) and Milan (Queen Esther) and past the areas of modern day
Rome and Leraysville, ran slightly south of Warren Township. The area of
Warren Township was linked to Owego, New York and Montrose,
Pennsylvania by a Delaware trail, later known as the Montrose Turnpike.
Pre-history of Warren Township (p. 10-11, 17 map, 31-3, 428)
At the time of the first European contacts, the Iroquois territory extended
through central New York from the Hudson River to the Genesee, and
comprised five distinct nations confederated together. West of them were
the Hurons, the Neutral Nations and the Eries. To the east were the
various Algonquin tribes, which inhabited New England. The area now
known as Bradford County was inhabited by the Andastes along the
Susquehanna River, while the Delawares occupied the area along the
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river that bears their name and the area west to the Susquehanna
Valley.
The Andastes were the inhabitants of the Susquehanna Valley by at least
1620, when the first European explorers discovered them there.
Archaeological information is still scant to provide collaboration with the
oral history. The Andastes were spoken of by early explorers as the
Andastes, Andastracronnons, Andastaguez, Antastoui, Minquas (by the
Dutch), Susquehannocks (by the English), Conestogas and
Conessetagoes.
In 1750, a Cayuga chieftain informed the Moravian missionary David
Zeisberger that a strange Indian tribe whom the Cayugas called
Tehotachse (according to German spelling) formerly inhabited this valley,
and were driven out by the Cayugas. They were neither Iroquois nor
Delaware. A letter dated 30 December 1794, by Captain Joseph Brant to
Colonel Timothy Pickering corroborates that the Five Nations had driven
out another nation from this region. In both instances, this other nation
was in all likelihood the Andastes of the Susquehanna Valley.
The Andastes had been one of the most populous and powerful of all the
Algonquin tribes. They were thickly settled in towns and villages from
Tioga (modern Athens, Pennsylvania) to Virginia. At Sheshequin, Wysox,
Wyalusing (Gohontato) and Mehoopany (Onochsae) the names of the
Andaste towns have been preserved in modern place names. Little is
known of their occupation of the mountainous hinterland, such as the
area of Warren Township, but it is likely that they had small villages
along the Wappasening (Mapachsinnink) Creek and hunting grounds in
the hills. As the Five Nations pressed the Andastes southward in the last
half of the 18th Century it is likely that these villages were abandoned.
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Another factor in the abandonment of this region during this period of
tribal warfare was that the Iroquois from time to time sold the lands of
their dependencies to the Europeans. Sometimes the Iroquois sold the
same tracts of land to different Europeans. This was the cause of the
conflict between Pennsylvania and Connecticut.
The former Andaste settlement of Tioga (near modern day Athens) or as it
is more frequently recorded in Pennsylvania records, Diahoga, was
strategically located in the Iroquois territory, and was later to be used
strategically by General Sullivan in 1779. Its name means the meeting of
waters and is the Iroquois word for "gate" or "place of entrance". Thus, it
was immediately resettled by the Iroquois after its conquest. But
southward from there to Shamokin the Iroquois left the former Andaste
country almost entirely unoccupied for a hundred years, when they
forcibly colonized it with refugees whose possessions they had sold to the
Europeans.
Once having conquered this area formerly held by the Andastes, the
Iroquois systematically opened the Susquehanna Valley as an asylum
where any people, whom they had deprived of their ancestral homes, and
over whom they exercised the rights of protection and command, might
settle. Through this policy of family resettlement of different Native
American nations, strangers were forced to live together in the same
settlements and even in the same wigwam. It was thus quite common to
find Nanticokes, Mohicans, Monseys and Wampanoags living together
without any tribal distinctions in this region. Such peoples had no claim
on the land where they were settled by the Iroquois and could be easily
removed whenever their Iroquois overlords desired it.
The famous October 1736 deed of pre-emption established the children
of William Penn, or persons appointed by them, as the sole persons
authorized to negotiate treaties and land purchases in territory south of
24

Warren Township Comprehensive Plan
that which was governed by New York and Albany. The Provincial
Council of Pennsylvania met with the Native Americans at least four
times to establish a lasting peace in the region in 1728, 1748, 1752 and
1762(http://www.gbl.indiana.edu/archives/dockett_317/317_58a.html).
In each agreement, the Native Americans lost more territory due to their
misunderstanding of English laws of male inheritance and primogenitor.
The transcripts of these meetings provide a fascinating account of land
for peace diplomacy.
Meanwhile, Connecticut also claimed this territory of northern
Pennsylvania based on a royal deed dated 19 March 1631. By the mid
18th century, the territory of Connecticut, east of New York, was largely
settled. Many bold settlers began turning their eyes westward to
favorable locations within Connecticut’s chartered limits. Rumors of the
wondrous beauty and fertility of the Susquehanna Valley circulated
throughout Connecticut and a few prominent men sent an expedition.
They were particularly charmed with the Wyoming Valley. Its broad
plains, rich soil and beautiful situation made it a paradise when
compared to the sterile, rock-bound New England. The report was so
favorable that they formed a Susquehanna Company on 8 July 1753, for
the purpose of securing the purchase and effecting settlement of the
Susquehanna lands. The ultimate design was to establish a new separate
colony by royal charter. By September there were 350 proprietary
members and by January 1754, 500 members. Rules were adopted for
new members and at its peak there were 1200 members in the
Susquehanna Company.
In the Treaty of Albany, 9 July 1754, the chiefs of the Six Nations
endorsed the 1736 deed granting Pennsylvania sole treaty rights.
However, two days later, the seventeen sachems of the Six Nations signed
a treaty, which gave all except the northeast corner of Bradford County,
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now known as Warren Township, over to the Susquehanna Company of
Connecticut. While the transaction was open and above-board, done in
the full knowledge of the Pennsylvania delegates to the congress, every
sort of objection was made to the transaction and the Indians were forced
into repudiating it. The Susquehanna Company of Connecticut was
branded as a band of desperate adventurers, acting without the
knowledge or consent of their government. Their deed was declared both
defective in form and fraudulent in execution. Still, the Susquehanna
Company at once began to take measures for occupying their lands in
Bradford County, and in the fall of 1754, a considerable number came to
select favorable locations for settlement. The eight-year long French and
Indian War of 1754 to 1767, dampened interest in settlement, but when
it concluded two townships were established, each being ten miles
square.
Perhaps the main lasting effect of this Susquehanna Company document
of 11 July 1754, was that it provided the first defining moment in the
history of Warren Township, for in it this area was excluded from the rest
of Bradford County, due to the geographically based Native American
concept of land divisions. As previously noted, Warren Township is
physically divided from the rest of Bradford County by a mountain range,
which in the mid 18th Century was also the boundary between the
Iroquois and the Delaware. Thus, the area of Warren Township should
not have been officially included in Iroquois treatise, as discussed later in
this History.
The Delaware comprised three major clans or totems in a confederation.
These were the Unalachtigo (Turkey), Unami (Turtle) and the Munsee
(Wolf). William Penn had made his charter for most of his four colonies
with the friendly Munsee clan, who were then forced by European
encroachment to resettle in Iroquois territory. The Delaware clans were
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originally divided into 30 or 40 autonomous communities, each with an
individual hunting territory of approximately 200 square miles. Both the
Nanticoke of Maryland and the Mahicans of the Hudson called them
"grandfather" to indicate their long occupation of the eastern seaboard.
Archaeological evidence indicates that the Delaware lived in the region
since at least A.D. 1000. Their own migration legend, Walam Olum,
details their prehistoric eastward journey.
During the French and Indian War of 1754 to 1767, after 60 years of
humiliating displacement, a rekindled tribal fire beyond the Ohio
inspired the Delaware to defeat the British General Edward Braddock.
This began a 50-year period of victory and strength for the Delaware,
divided into two groups on either side of the Iroquois. The east wing,
which probably made the land deal with the Delaware Company, was
under Chief Teedyuscung. The western group was pro-French in the
French and Indian War and was under Chief Shingas. Even before the
Delaware tribe sold this territory, several clans had moved westward in
stages, stopping on the Susquehanna, the Allegheny, then the
Muskingum in Ohio and the White River in Indiana. At first they
supported the colonies in their revolution against England, but when
settlers started encroaching on their Ohio hunting grounds the Delaware
defected to the British.
Pennsylvania had also been very active in obtaining large tracts of land
from the various Native American tribes. The previously mentioned
Provincial Council of Pennsylvania had met with the various Native
American leaders at least four times in Lancaster, Pennsylvania, in 1728,
1748, 1752 and lastly in 1762 to establish a lasting peace in the region
(http://www.gbl.indiana.edu/archives/dockett_317/317_58a.html). The
record of those meetings provided an excellent insight into the tribal land
politics and many cross-cultural miscommunications (see appended
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document transcripts). The area of Warren Township along with much of
Bradford County was "officially" opened to European settlement through
Pennsylvania after the Treaty of Fort Stanwix, in November of 1768. At
that time, Pennsylvania purchased a tract of land from the Iroquois,
beginning at Owego, New York, thence following the left bank of the
Susquehanna as far as the mouth of the Towanda Creek, thence up the
Towanda, along the Burnett Hills, down Pine Creek to the West Branch,
and across to the Ohio. The Pennsylvania colony did not divide much of
this land, prior to the Revolution. In Hartford, Connecticut, the
Susquehanna Company upon learning that Native Americans had
recently relinquished all claims on Susquehanna lands to Pennsylvania
held a meeting, on 28 December 1768. There the former Susquehanna
Company grants were rescinded and five new townships, each five miles
square, were drawn up and offered to the first 240 settlers. The race to
settle Bradford County was on between Pennsylvania and the
Susquehanna Company of Connecticut, but Warren Township was not
yet involved in that race.
First Historical Events of Warren Township
The European history of Warren Township begins in 1774, under the
colony of Pennsylvania. In that year, a small part of Warren Township
was guaranteed to a Benjamin Chew, Esq. as part of a very large parcel
in the southwest corner of what was then named "Archerstown" and later
identified as parcel number 76. Therefore, Warren Township could count
the year 1774 as its earliest historical date. This sector was the only
location in our township surveyed prior to the Revolution, between the
1st and 3rd of November 1774.
Benjamin Chew, Esq., was a distinguished lawyer at Philadelphia, a
Quaker immigrant and was among the men who created the first life
insurance company in America (Presbyterian Ministers’ Fund), in
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Philadelphia. He was also named Chief Justice of the Pennsylvania
colony. In short, he was a person of the first consequence in
Pennsylvania before the Revolution, greatly esteemed as a gentleman and
for his knowledge of the law. In addition, Benjamin Chew, Esq. was a
member of the Provincial Council of Pennsylvania and highly involved in
the last of these Indian treaty meetings at Lancaster, on Wednesday, 11
August1762.(http://www.gbl.indiana.edu/archives/dockett_317/317_58
a.html). He obtained warrantee title of the 3246 acres, 11 perches on 20
August 1774. This large tract called "Archerstown" was subdivided from
the start, but not occupied until the 19th Century.
The first Pennsylvania title deed patent for this same "Archerstown" in
what would later be Warren Township was issued to Samuel Meredith on
15 January 1801. Samuel Meredith was born in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, in 1741, the son of merchant Reese Meredith, a native of
Radnorshire, Wales, and Martha (Carpenter) Meredith. After being
educated privately in Philadelphia and Chester, Pennsylvania, Samuel
Meredith joined his father's business in Philadelphia, "Meredith Sons".
Prior to the American Revolution, Samuel Meredith was a signer of the
famous "Non-Importation Resolutions adopted in Philadelphia, on 7
November 1765. Samuel Meredith married Margaret Cadwalader
(daughter of Dr. Thomas Cadwalader, born in 1748) on May 19, 1772.
Together they had seven children. One daughter, Martha Meredith,
married John Read, Jr., a lawyer and senator. One son, Thomas
Meredith, was also a lawyer and helped manage his father's estate.
General Meredith was evidently an owner of property in Trenton as early
as 1770, as he was a vestryman of St. Michael’s parish in 1770, and
again 1807-12. Meredith was the owner of "Otter Hall," an estate on the
Delaware two miles below Trenton. He attended the Provincial
Convention as a deputy from Philadelphia, in 1775. During the
Revolutionary War, Meredith served as an officer of the 3rd Battalion of
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Associators, also known as the "Silk Stocking Company." He served with
distinction in the battles of Trenton, Princeton, Brandywine, and
Germantown. Because of his outstanding service, he was promoted to
brigadier-general of the Pennsylvania militia, on April 5, 1777. He
resigned from the army in 1778, and returned to his business. In 1780
he and his brother-in-law, George Clymer, each gave £20,000 to carry on
the war. Between 1778 and 1783, Meredith served three terms in the
Pennsylvania Colonial Assembly, and in 1786 was elected to the
Congress of Confederation, in which he served until 1788. After serving
less than a year as surveyor of the Port of Philadelphia, Meredith
accepted an appointment as the first Treasurer of the United States, at
the urging of George Washington, a close personal friend. He began his
duties on September 11, 1789 and served until his health and financial
matters required his retirement on October 31, 1801, within the year
that he received title to this same tract of land in the northeast corner of
what would become Bradford County. During his tenure in office,
Meredith lent the government more than one hundred thousand dollars,
a sum that was never repaid. Upon his retirement Samuel Meredith
returned to his estate in Wayne County, Pennsylvania and managed his
lands there, but there is no clear record that he ever visited
"Archerstown" here in the township. The property included the area now
occupied by Christiansen Tires. It is not likely that any of the Samuel
Meredith Letters and Documents now in the University of Delaware refer
to this property because those documents date to the period of 1786 to
1798. Meredith died at his Wayne County estate, on 10 February 1817
(http://www.lib.udel.edu/ud/spec/findaids/meredith.htm and
http://freepages.history.rootsweb.com/~trenton/historyoftrenton/revolu
tionary.htm).
Soon after the Treaty of Fort Stanwix, in November of 1768, the most
valuable tracts of land were "assigned" to the friends of the Pennsylvania
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government, such as Benjamin Chew, Esq., to be held or leased to their
faithful allies. This did not mean that settlement quickly followed. The
Sullivan-Clinton campaign of 1779, against the Iroquois and their allies,
the British, was not only a major campaign in the Revolution but also
opened this region to settlement. The Iroquois, British and Loyalists had
been terrorizing the northern frontier with raids at Cherry Valley, NY and
Wyoming, PA that sent shockwaves through the colonies. General George
Washington had developed a plan involving a three-way invasion of
Iroquois Territory. One force was to start at Easton, PA and move
northward to Wyoming, PA then up the Susquehanna River to Tioga
Point (Teaoga Diahoga). The second force was to leave Albany, NY,
proceed westward along the Mohawk River, then south along the
Susquehanna River to join the main army at Tioga Point. A third force
was to leave Fort Pitt (Pittsburgh) and proceed north to Geneseo, NY
where they would join the other two forces. Washington also planned
that this invasion would establish an American claim to what was then
the western frontier. General Sullivan was appointed to head the army
coming from Easton. His forces marched into Wyoming, gathered troops
and supplies, and loaded onto 214 boats that poled up river. Additional
supplies went by land. When the army reached Tioga Point (near Athens,
PA), they erected Fort Sullivan on the spot where the Susquehanna and
Chemung Rivers were about 100 yards apart. General Clinton met a
group from Sullivan’s army at Union (Endicott, NY) and moved down to
Fort Sullivan, making a combined force of 5000 soldiers.
On 26 August 1779, these combined forces moved westward up the
Chemung River toward Newtown (Lowman, NY). There was a hotly
contested battle, which resulted in a major colonial victory. Sullivan
decided to not attack Fort Niagara because of his ailing men, lack of
equipment and the fact that the army coming from Pittsburgh did not
show up. Clinton’s forces returned to Albany, NY and Sullivan set up a
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new Fort Reed in Elmira, NY. Later, both forts, Reed and Sullivan, were
destroyed as the army returned to Wyoming, but Native American and
British resistance had been permanently weakened and this territory was
opened for colonial settlement. Thus, except for the earlier 1774 parcel
identified as "Archerstown," our earliest Warren Township warrantee
records, granted through Pennsylvania, date to the period of 1784
through 1787. After 1784, the rest of the land area of Warren Township,
including parts of Windham, Orwell Pike and sections of Susquehanna
County, was divided into 75 parcels of roughly 400 acres each. Only two
parcels were not warranteed until the 19th century. Parcel number 68,
having 326 acres and 44 perches, was first warranteed to Benjamin
Buffington on 27 October 1828 and parcel number 69, having 206 acres,
101 perches, was first warranted to Samuel Wheaton on 26 September
1828. It appears from their location that these two parcels had been
originally drawn up as one and were later subdivided to accommodate a
sale to those two parties. The northwest part of the Bradford County was
also opened to Pennsylvania settlement following the purchase of 1784,
but none settled in Warren Township before 1798.
Additional information concerning the Delaware:
D. G. Brinton, The Lenape and Their Legends, 1885.
Eli Lilly, Walam Olum or Red Score: The Migration Legend of the Lenni
Lenape or Delaware Indians, 1954.
W. W. Newcomb, Jr., The Culture and Acculturation of the Delaware
Indians, 1956.
A. F. C. Wallace, King of the Delawares: Teedyuscung, 1949.
P. A. W. Wallace, Thirty Thousand Miles with John Heckewelder, 1958.
N. Z. Dobrin, Delawares, 1963.
Additional information concerning Samuel Meredith:
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Dictionary of American Biography. New York: Charles Scribner's Sons,
1961. Vol. 6.
Graham, S. M. Meredith. A Short History of the Three Merediths, [n.d.]
Early Settler History of Warren Township (pp. 428-433)
Despite the official Pennsylvania titled warrantees of 1784, and patent
deeds that soon followed, few settlers from Pennsylvania ventured
northward to stake claims. In fact, none of the earliest known settlers in
Warren Township came from Pennsylvania. They held the land in name
only. Warren Township was not claimed for Connecticut until the later
separate Delaware Company’s treaty of 1795. There were no European
settlers in Warren Township (Martell) before 1798.
As previously noted, the Susquehanna Company document of 11 July
1754, by default had established a different history for Warren Township
from the rest of the county, for in it this area was excluded from the rest
the Connecticut claim for what would eventually become Bradford
County. This division was due to the geographically based Native
American concept of land divisions. Thus, the area of Warren Township
should not have been officially included in any Iroquois treaty. It had
been part of the lands controlled by the Delawares and on that basis a
second land speculation body from Connecticut, known as the Delaware
Company, again attempted to stake a western claim for that state here in
1795. The Delawares ceded all control of their lands to the United States
in the 1795 Treaty of Greenville. In the same year, the Delaware
Company acquired the last lands previously held by the Delaware in the
east. A deed to Hezekiah Huntington and 360 of his associates, was
obtained from the Delawares (the Ninnepuncs or Lenape, as they called
themselves) for a tract of land extending through the breadth of the
Connecticut charter, from the Delaware River on the east to the line of
the Susquehanna Company’s purchase on the west. This included the
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northeastern part of Bradford County, comprising the township of
Warren, with adjacent parts of Windham, Orwell and Pike. After 1800,
remaining Delawares went to Missouri, Texas and finally Oklahoma. The
most complete record of Delaware migration is by John Heckewelder.
Once acquired from the Delaware Indians, the Delaware Company
surveyed this territory into townships of six miles square, appointed
Elisha Hyde of Norwich, Conn., their agent to negotiate the sale of
townships to companies of settlers. Andrew Tracy, Oliver Crary, Robert
Gere (2nd), and William Young, Jr. formed a committee to grant
townships for the company. Of the two townships located in Bradford
County, Warren Township (known then as "Martell") was granted to
Elisha Hyde on 14 Oct. 1795, "to defray his expenses as agent," and
"Minden" was granted to Elisha Hyde and Elisha Tracy (both of Norwich,
Conn.) on 25 April 1796. These two men subsequently sold parcels to the
settlers of Warren and Orwell Townships. The Delaware Company was
not a conspicuous party to the land controversies in Bradford County,
only so far as their interests were blended with those of the
Susquehanna Company to promote Connecticut claims to the area of
Warren Township. However, these parcel sales directly conflicted with the
Pennsylvania property divisions of 1784, completely ignoring
Pennsylvania’s prior claims to the land, of at least eleven years earlier.
Three years after Warren Township (known then as "Martell") was
granted through Connecticut to Elisha Hyde, on 14 Oct. 1795, the first
four settlers arrived: James Bowen, William Arnold, Mr. Harding and
Thomas Gibson. Previous to 1798, this remote section of Bradford
County was an unbroken wilderness, inhabited by a few Delawares and
the wild beasts which roamed unrestrained over the hills and through
the valleys.
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The four settlers first made a clearing on the south branch of the
Wappasening Creek, at a place called for many years thereafter "the old
clearing." But they found that they were not on the correct tract of land
that they had been provided to settle, so after obtaining their first crop
they abandoned the site. They went further north, to a place which has
been known ever since as "Bowen Hollow" and is now the center of
Warren Center. There James Bowen built a grist-mill on the middle
branch of the Wappasening. James Bowen’s son Harry was the first child
born in Warren Township, in the fall of 1800.
William Arnold returned with his wife Elizabeth from Swansey, Mass., in
1799. They came with three sons: James, William and Andrew, who all
lived to be aged men, and reared families. A fourth son, Benedict Arnold,
was the second European child born in Warren Township, born a few
weeks after Harry Bowen. The third child in the township was born on 10
August 1801, A. S. Coburn, son of Parley Coburn.
In the spring of 1800, two brothers, named Capt. Ebenezer and Jonathan
Coburn, came with their sons from Connecticut and bought, under a
disputed Connecticut title, 23,040 acres of land and made a clearing on
the same farm where they lived and died.
The Rhode Island Purchase (ca. 1800-1820)
The first major influx of settlers into Warren Township was initiated by
the Rhode Island Purchase of the esteemed mercantile firm of Brown &
Ives, of Providence Rhode Island. This firm arranged for the purchase of
the township by New England settlers in units of approximately 100 acre
lots. How the firm of Brown & Ives got involved with land sales in
Pennsylvania is still unclear. Brown & Ives, as landowners, were anxious
to induce settlers to come upon their lands, and made great inducements
to secure the settlement of the first-comers upon their lands. Nicholas
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Brown Jr., a graduate of Rhode Island College and heir to a family
fortune that was built on shipping and the slave trade, had founded the
firm. The life of Nicholas Brown Jr. was so intertwined with that college
that Brown University was named after him. Nicholas graduated from
there in 1786 at age seventeen, and by age twenty-two was already a
trustee. He just as quickly assumed a leading role in Providence's (and
Rhode Island's) economic life by establishing the firm of Brown & Ives,
which became one of New England's largest mercantile houses. His
benefactions to Brown, totaled $160,000 over his lifetime, but it was his
management of the Rhode Island Purchase of Warren Township that has
left its mark on the history of our community. Many of the original
families who purchased land through Brown & Ives still have
descendants residing and owning property in Warren Township
(http://www.brown.edu/webmaster/about/history/part1.shtml).
Establishment of "Coburn Settlement" in 1804
By 1804, there were fourteen taxable inhabitants of Warren Township,
living in what was called "Coburn Settlement". This year stands out as
the first time a European community was established here. Among them
were William Arnold, J. Bowen, Henry Billings, Ebenezer Coburn, Jr.,
Amos Coburn, Jonathan Coburn, Moses Coburn, Jr., Amos Coburn,
Payson Corbin, Thomas Gibson, Ebenezer Lee and Boswell Lee. The first
school was started here in 1807, and was taught by R. Lee. Amos
Coburn built the first framed house and had the first "house-warming."
This may be the same frame house that was later owned by H. Coburn,
and was only just torn down this spring. Only one structure from this
period of settlement is still standing, the former home of C. Darling,
which is pictured below. It is also a frame structure.
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All of the other structures have been reduced to foundations. We are in
the process of making a photographic archive of all first settlement
foundations, first in the Coburn Settlement and eventually for the whole
township.
In 1813, the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania established Warren
Township as a distinct township. Previously, this area had been governed
as a unit known as Mt. Zion, together with what at the same time
became Orwell, Windham and Pike Townships. By 1815, the number of
taxable citizens in the newly formed Warren Township had risen to 45
people. The first adult death from disease was Theda Corbin. There was
an epidemic fever in 1814, which threatened to sweep off the entire
settlement, since it was very difficult to obtain medical attention. Andrew
Coburn practiced medicine a little, but generally the inhabitants had to
get well as they got sick. Then there was no unusual sickness, at least no
epidemic, until the winter of 1824-25. It was then that Amos Coburn and
his wife died of a fever. Following are pictures of three memorials from
this Coburn Cemetery, the markers for Mary Coburn, Margaret Coburn
and Moses Coburn, who had fought in the American Revolution.
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The name "Warren" was either derived from some location to the east or
was given in honor of Major-General Joseph Warren, who was slain at
the Battle of Bunker Hill. As he was endeavoring to rally the militia, Gen.
Warren was struck in the head by a musket-ball that instantly killed him
when it went through his head. He graduated from Harvard in 1759 and
married Elizabeth Horton in 1764. He studied medicine with Dr. James
Lloyd and practiced in Boston. As a Freemason, he joined St. Andrews
Lodge, a newly organized group, which included many political agitators.
A radical leader in activities leading to the Revolution, he delivered
addresses commemorating the Boston Massacre in 1772 and 1775, and
drafted the Suffolk Resolves. Elected to the Provincial Congress in 1774,
he served as president pro tem and was chairman of the Provincial
Committee of Safety. He was commissioned second major-general in
1775, but served as a volunteer in the battle at Bunker where he died.
General Warren was a physician, born in Roxbury, Mass., 11 June,
1741; died in Charlestown, Mass., 17 June, 1775. He was descended
from Peter Warren, whose name appears on the town records of Boston
in 1659, where he was identified as a "mariner." Peter’s second son,
Joseph, built a house in 1720 in what is now Warren Street, Roxbury,
Mass. and died there in 1729.
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There is a Warren, Connecticut, located in Litchfield County, also named
for that same Revolutionary War hero from Massachusetts. There are
several family names common to both locations from the early 19th
Century. In 1786, the town of Warren, Connecticut had been
incorporated from a settlement that originally was settled in 1737. The
town in Connecticut consists of a high plateau, bordered on the south by
Lake Waramaug. The tiny village of Warren has an interesting
Congregational Church, with pilastered pediment, a good tower, and fine
interior woodwork. It was built in 1818, during the pastorate of Rev.
Peter Starr, who served for 57 years. The church sent 16 young men into
the ministry, including Charles G. Finney (1792-1875) the famous
evangelist, associated with the early history of Oberlin College; and
Julian M. Sturtevant (1805-1886) a member of the Illinois Band that
went out from Yale, and founder of Illinois College. About 1 1/2 miles
north of the village, a road turns west, 1/2 mile to a brick school house,
built around 1793, one of the oldest in New England in continuous use.
Another Warren was chartered in Vermont in 1780. There is also a
Warren, Bristol County, Massachusetts and a Warren on the shore of
Rhode Island, which may relate to the Rhode Island Purchase. Many of
the early settlers, such as Alfred Allyn and James Bowen, came from
Providence, Rhode Island. The Corbins and the Coburns both came from
Pomfret, Vermont.
Additional information on General Warren from:
http://www.josephwarren.com/
http://www.masshist.org/bh/joswarrenbio.html
http://warrentavern.com/warren.htm
Additional information about Warren, CT from:
http://www.skyweb.net/~channy/CTGuideWar.html
http://www.rootsweb.com/~ctlitch2/towns/warren/

39

Warren Township Comprehensive plan
The Century of Rapid Development (1813-1913)
The first century of Warren Township saw rapid settlement and
widespread farm agriculture. Nearly all stands of primeval timber were
cut down for settlement construction, timber sales and firewood. Among
other early settlers who followed close on the wake of those already
mentioned we should mention the following families: Barton, Brunt,
Mapes, Mason, Pitcher, and Sutton. Family farms were the major form of
livelihood. Tax records from this period reveal a steady growth curve up
until the time of the Civil War.
Year

Adult Male Inhabitants

Property Value

1804

14

NA

1814

46

$11,148

1824

129

$76,156

1834

224

$81,979

1844

304

$91,594

1854

395

$146,550

1868

377

$209,464

Census records also reveal interesting facts concerning Warren Township
population developments. It was one of the few townships in the county
that had a population decrease after the Civil War. It is doubtful that our
population has ever been as high as it was in 1850. First, superior
farmland was available elsewhere, and then the entire country
experienced a population shift away from rural areas.
The Coburn Settlement continued to thrive. Ruth Coburn, daughter of
Ebenezer Coburn first married a Dewing, and later married Joseph
Armstrong. The Armstrongs arrived in the settlement in 1817/1818 and
settled on the main road through the township, the Montrose Turnpike,
near the home of Alexander Dewing. This community spread along the
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turnpike toward what became the settlement of Warrenham. Along this
turnpike, Andrew Dewing built his home, shortly before his marriage to
Elizabeth Fahnestock, of Harrisburg, on 1 April 1820. She died in July of
the following year and Andrew married Nancy Dobson, of Susquehanna
County, as his second wife. They had four children, and the home is still
occupied and appears much as it did a century ago. See below.

The early Warren Center community was located north of Bowen’s
Hollow, along the Coburn Hill Road. By the 1850’s, there was a
considerable settlement there, including a post office and several stores.
Space in this History does not allow for a detailed discussion of all the
noteworthy landmarks in the township, but consideration of preparing a
more detailed study may be a possible goal for The Warren Township
Planning Commission to investigate in the near future. Many of the
commercial structures of the original Warren Center community are still
standing, but have all been converted into private residences since the
center of the community has gradually shifted from the area originally
called Bowen’s Hollow to what is now called Warren Center around 1900.
"The Center" as it is often called, has always been the most populous
area of the township.
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There were three other population centers that develop prior to 1900,
Cadis in the north-west, West Warren in the west, and South Warren in
the south-west. Both Warrenham and West Warren were considered
business centers by the late 1870’s. The old maps from a century or
more ago list a number of shops and stores in each of the five
communities, but there now is only one general store in Warren Center,
besides a number of specialty businesses run from family homes.
Churches within the Township
When the first settlers arrived, they came with their Bibles. In Warren
Township, the Christian faith was also established in early years of the
settlement as a community focus of Warren Township. Missionaries had
visited the Coburn Settlement as early as 1806-1807 and soon thereafter
the diverse cultural and religious beliefs began develop into various
congregations uniting into their common beliefs.
First Presbyterian Church of Warren
Written by Sylvia Race with help from others, including Russell Dewing
In the Coburn Settlement, several of the settlers had established a
"reading-meeting," as it was called. These meetings were held in the
various homesteads, and this expression of religion continued for years
before there was a man among them who could pray in public.
The Presbyterian Church, in Warrenham, was build after it became
difficult for early settlers to continue meeting for services in their homes.
On 15 September 1815 a small group met in the home of Preserved
Buffington, where Rev. John Bascom and Rev, Solomon King led in the
adoption of articles of faith and a covenant. By 1816, the Presbyterian
Church was organized in Warren Township with 14 members, 8 being
from Warren, and the rest from Orwell. An 1822 revival in Warren added
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43 members to their number and by 1828 the congregation had grown
large enough so that the Presbytery at Kingston allowed the Warren and
Orwell congregations to divide. By 1832 the Warren congregation was
building a sanctuary. The location of which was on the west side of
Coburn Hill Road, about one quarter mile north of the intersection with
Reagan Hill Road, and a parsonage was maintained on the northeast
corner of this intersection.
The Warren congregation thrived until the end of the nineteenth century.
Then it became difficult to keep a resident pastor. Services continued
until the mid 1920’s. During the early l930s the Federal Government
purchased many farms in the Warrenham, Aurora and North Warren
area. The people moved away and the beautiful homes and farm
building were sold to be torn down. The church building deteriorated and
the pews were given to the Cadis Baptist Church. The communion set
and collection baskets from the Warrenham church are on display at the
Bradford County Historical Society Museum along with one of the pews
built in 1832.
A final note contributed by Russell A. Dewing, Sr. (August 13, 2004)
indicates that in 1956 the Presbytery allowed the last two living
members, Gladys S. Dewing and Gertrude Bowen, to decide what to do
with the building. It was given to Gladys’ son, Russel A. Dewing, Sr., to
dismantle. The lumber and roofing has since been used by Russell to
build a small barn on his property on the Warren Center – Little
Meadows Road. The barn is called “The Teaching Barn” and is being
used for weekly non-denominational Bible studies.
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The History of Warren Center Methodist Church
(Grateful acknowledgement is made to Joyce M. Tyce, for permission to
reprint information provided in the History of The Warren Center Methodist
Church)
Tradition has it that Methodism began its work at Warren Center about
1825. The class was organized in 1848, Rev. G.H. Blakeslee being the
preacher in charge, and Rev. D.F. Olmstead, junior preacher. They were
on the Pike Circuit that year. Services were held in the Whalen
Schoolhouse prior to the building of the church in 1874.
The church was dedicated on Wednesday, January 20, 1875. On July 7,
1908, the Methodist Church of Warren Center, known as the Whalen
Church, was struck by lightning. As the church had to be repaired, the
question of moving it to Warren Center was raised. By July 26 the
required money had been raised and the work of moving the church
began. On August 11, a lot for the new church site was measured, a
part taken from the land of Walter Bowen and part taken from the land
of Dudley Kinney and Mrs. M.A. Sleeper as described by the deed made
the same day by J.C. Tripp, Justice of the Peace. The church was moved
to its new location in a very short time without removing even the
hanging lamps. Services were held in the church wherever it happened
to stand, once in the pasture field and once near the creamery.
On July 22, 1919, the Warren Center Church was again struck by
lightning at 5:30 in the morning. The steeple was set on fire but as it
burned very slowly, it was possible to extinguish the flames.
Gasoline lamps were purchased in 1931 for $29.95 and at a special
meeting on September 8, 1936 a committee estimated it would cost
around $350.00 to build a balcony and partition the church. Money
was raised by circulating a paper and by holding an entertainment and a
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box social. The Ladies Aid and the Careful Gleaners Class furnished
some of the money. Work was completed in the fall of 1936. The next
spring a new floor was laid and the church was wired including fixtures.
Carpet and rugs were also purchased.
In 1944, new pews, a Pulpit and Communion Table were ordered. Due to
the war and the scarcity of materials, pews could not be obtained at this
time.
Warren Center had long felt the need of a resident pastor. They were
finally able to fulfill this need in 1949, when they left the Apalachin
charge and became an independent appointment. Rev. Sydney Boys, a
retired minister, was secured to serve this charge. As there was no
parsonage in the community, an apartment over the Bowen Store was
rented. Rev. and Mrs. Boys moved there in June of that year.
On February 18, 1951, Sunday school and Church services were held in
the church at the usual hour with a large crowd attending. About an
hour after the worshipers had left, the church was discovered to be on
fire. When first discovered, the whole interior of the structure was
ablaze. The entire building with all of its contents was consumed in a
very short time. The origin of the fire was unknown. The first Sunday
after the fire, the congregation met and held services with the West
Warren people in their church. The Methodists united with the Baptists
in their church and held three evening services during the Lenten period.
After that time services were held regularly in the Grange Hall and the
W.S.C.S. Hall.
Plans were immediately started for erecting a new building where the old
one had stood. A strip of land was secured from Mrs. Earl Anderson to
enlarge the church property. The contractor, Mr. Walter Chaffee, started

45

Warren Township Comprehensive plan
work in July 1952. The corner stone was laid at a service held July 20,
1952
Aid came from many sources. The Fairdale Methodist Church was
donated with all of its furnishings, with the stipulation that the windows
be used with the names left on them. These were used in the dining
room of the new building. This church was dismantled by the Warren
Center people and trucked to Warren Center where much of the material
was used in the new building. Other donations included pews from a
boys’ school in Cooperstown, the altar rail by the Central Methodist
Church of Endicott, some light fixtures from the Church of Christ in
Sayre, the bell was taken from the Baptist Church in Camptown and
donated by Mr. Mitten, and the piano by Mrs. Kenneth Thomson, a
member of the Boulevard Methodist Church of Binghamton. Many hours
were spent in refinishing the old pews and preparing for the formal
opening which took place on May 3, 1953, when several hundred people
came to help consecrate the new building.
In January 1953, the church officials purchased the house and lot
joining the church property from Mrs. Earl Anderson to be used as a
parsonage. This property included the old creamery.
On November 9, 1962, a special Quarterly Conference was held to
consider building an educational annex and on Sunday, April 26, 1964,
at 10:30 A.M., groundbreaking ceremonies were held. A service was held
on January 3, 1965 to dedicate the church and to consecrate the new
eleven room educational annex.
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Cadis Baptist Church
Written by Mrs. Harold Race
In a tattered little notebook we find an account of the first mention of a
“Baptist” meeting and what was to become the Cadis Baptist Church.
On August 16, 1834 – “Elder Edward E. Dodge met a few brethren and
sisters of Windham in covenant meeting at Br H. Dunham’s. The first
elected officers were: bro. Henry Dunham, Deacon and Amasa Moulton,
Church Clerk. The congregation subsequently formed was called the
First Free Will Baptist Church of Windham, and covenant meetings were
held regularly on the Saturday preceding the 2nd Sunday of each month.
Memories passed down thru the generations tell us that church services
were held in the schoolhouses at Finch’s Corner (the south-western end
of the Cadis Valley) and at Prince Hollow, now Cadis. There is almost no
record of any business enacted, no weddings recorded or other activities
associated with the church.
The community name of Prince Hollow was changed sometime prior to
1885 to Mecca, and by 1895 was changed again to Cadis. The name of
the church followed, to Mecca and finally to the Cadis Baptist Church.
An entry for October 8, 1881 tells, “The first bee on the church was this
date. The following persons were present to lend a helping hand.
Thompson Abell was the first man on the job. Then came M.B. Moulton
with team, Myron Prince, A. Nichols, Edward Chilson, Silas Darling,
John Sherman, A. Edwards and Selim Ward.”
The original stone wall still supports the building and the steeple is still
topped with the arrow weathervane placed there by loving hands in 1881.
Originally there was a large wooden porch with no roof but a lantern post
on the corner. Ladies could step directly from their buggies to the porch.
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A four stall horse shed was in the back. The outdoor privy is still in use.
The inside of the building was originally plastered by Ezra Ward. Before
the time of electricity, a chandelier oil lamp hung over the pulpit. It was
lowered for filling and lighting then raised back into place by chains on a
pulley. At each of the side windows was a bracket which held a kerosene
lamp. A small wood burning stove stood on each side. The stovepipe
from each stove went up toward the ceiling, along the side, across the
back to meet and go out to the chimney. Instead of pews, there were
rows of wooden chairs. This helped create an informal atmosphere
which has prevailed. The chairs could be gathered close to the stoves on
cold days or moved to a home for a meeting.
A ladies aid society was recorded in the church in early days. A 1913
newspaper clipping records the reorganization of this society at the home
of Mrs. Grace Prince. At that time the society was named the “Busy
Bees”. The monthly dinners were a social highlight of the area for
church members and non-members alike. The whole family attended.
Oyster dinners were popular and in the spring there were dandelion
greens with boiled eggs. The money collected (probably $3.00) was given
to supplement the pastor’s salary. The salary was whatever the Sunday
morning offering was, $1.50 to $6.00 normally. Entertainment was
usually a ball game by the men, called the “Bumble Bees”.
On August 26, 1934, a centennial day was held with a morning service, a
picnic lunch on the church grounds, an afternoon service and an evening
service. The names of ninety-nine people were recorded as attending
that day.
The church was closed for a while during World War II. Since then most
of the pastors have been students or recent graduates of Practical Bible
College of Johnson City, NY or of Baptist Bible College of Clarks Summit,
PA.
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In the early 1950’s pews were brought to Cadis from the abandoned
Presbyterian Church in Warrenham. Electric lights were installed. In
the 1970’s the wood stoves were replaced with electric heat. New
carpeting and new pews were bought. An addition was built on the back
of the building for classes and fellowship.
A Sesquicentennial celebration was held on August 19, 1984. Nearly two
hundred people attended. After the morning worship service old
acquaintances were renewed as the people gathered under a tent on the
church lawn to enjoy a buffet lunch served by the church members. An
afternoon service was held at which time many of the former pastors
shared their memories.
In March 2003, due to dwindling attendance and lack of pastors with
fundamental beliefs who were willing to service such a small
congregation, services were suspended
Regular Baptist Church of Warren
Written by Sylvia Race (from information recorded by E.O. Green)
During the early years of the Coburn Settlement, there were very few
Baptist Ministers in the local area and most of those did not have the
formal education that we expect of a minister today. Because of the
foresight of a faithful member of this church, E.O. Green, we have some
written records which give us a glimpse into this early church..
Mr. Green in his notes informs us that “In 1841 there was a minister by
the name of Fox living in Nichols, N.Y. where there was a small Baptist
Church. He was induced by the people of Bowen Hollow who persuaded
him to come and preach to them in their homes. The congregation
continued to grow and on 17 April 1844, Elder P.B. Peck was moderator
as representatives of Baptist Churches of Nichols, Owego and Tioga, NY
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and Windham, PA met to extend the right hand of fellowship to the newly
organized Regular Baptist Church of Bowen Hollow (later Warren
Center). The people of Warren moved their membership from Nichols to
this new church.
The Regular Baptist Church of Warren continued to prosper and traveled
to Prince Hollow, West Warren and Potterville schoolhouses for meetings.
Some of these meetings were also held at the Union Schoolhouse which
at the time was on James Road at the corner of Green Road. On 9 June
1849 the congregation voted to build a meeting house and on February
6, 1852 a second vote was ratified to purchase the land of Henry Allyn.
The parcel was just north of the Wappasening Creek on the West side of
Main Street in Bowen Hollow and the subsequent building, 32 feet by 48
feet was topped with a cupola. The dedication service was held 30
November 1853
On 3 February 1857 several churches sent delegates who formed a
council to question Henry W. Barnes about his beliefs. They proceeded
to set Mr. Barnes apart as a minister of the gospel. Rev. Barnes stayed
as pastor of the church until 10 March 1861. Then on 14 February 1865
William F. Nixon succeeded Rev. Barnes as pastor.
September 7, 1867 the church purchased a house and lot for a
parsonage from Robert Cooper for $600.00. The meeting house required
extensive repairs in 1878 and a rededication service was held 2 January
1879. By the summer of 1882 the old parsonage had been sold and a
new one finished. Two years later a barn was built on the parsonage lot.
A baptistery was built on the church in 1892.
At a meeting on 15 March 1913 a committee was formed to facilitate a
merger with the Free Will Baptist Church on Coburn Hill Road. The new
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congregation (The Warren Center Baptist Church) used the building on
Coburn Hill Road.
Warren Center Baptist Church
Written by Silvia Race with the help of others, including Jeannette
Pendleton
Also in 1841, another group of Baptist residents in and around the
township, having an equal religious conviction organized into the Free
Will Baptist Church. Their meeting house was located on Coburn Hill
Road, one quarter mile north of the intersection with Main and East
Streets in Bowen Hollow (now Warren Center). The church building is
noted on a map from 1850. One quarter acre of land with meeting house
was deeded to the church trustees 29 October 1855, by William and Sara
Chaffee.
During a fierce wind storm on 15 March 1913 several buildings in
Warren Center were severely damaged, the worst of which was the Free
Will Baptist Church. Subsequently, the Regular Baptist Church on Main
Street near the Wappasening Creek merged with the Regular Baptist
Church of Warren (as indicated above) resulting in the formation of the
Warren Center Baptist Church.
At the union of the two churches some equipment from the lower church
was transferred to the upper church, including the woodwork around the
pulpit and the inside front doors. Electricity was added in 1938. Other
improvements were made such as new floors and in 1953 new porches
and walkways.
On 16 August 1953, the church celebrated its 112 years of God’s
faithfulness. The pastor was Dorothy O. Gardinor, with Howard Hayes
and Kenneth Gosney taking charge of the services. A dinner was served
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at the Grange Hall after the morning service. An afternoon and an
evening service were held. Speakers were Rev. Charles Morrison, Rev.
Fred Drew, Rev. John Slocum and Rev. Elmer B. Pitcher, Jr.
December 31, 1958, as the congregation gathered at the pastor’s home
for fellowship prior to the New Year’s Eve Watch Night Service, smoke
was seen coming from the church building. Preparations had been
underway to put a basement under the church and install a new
furnace. It was too late, however, as the fire was blamed on the
malfunction of the old oil burner. Before the night was over not only was
the church consumed but also the Merton Allyn barn which was north of
the church. The valiant effort of the firemen saved the Allyn home.
A new church building was constructed on the site of the one destroyed.
A basement provides space for Sunday school rooms and fellowship hall.
Services were held at the Grange Hall for about a year during the
construction. The Warren Center Baptist Church continues to be an
active part of the spiritual community in Warren Township..
The first Congregational Church of West Warren
1888 – 2004 (Author Unknown)
In 1879 Rev. E.J. Morris started coming from Potterville on Sunday
afternoons to preach the gospel, first at the old school house and than
later at Jillson Hall. Several years later a Sunday school was formed.
When Rev. Morris resigned to go to New York, the members of the
Sunday school decided to organize themselves as a church. On
September 1, 1884 the church was recognized by the Council of
Congregational Churches and in the fall of 1885, Rev. J.D. Jones came to
Neath and West Warren as Pastor. It was not long before he began to
talk and plan for the building of a church. The present structure was
erected, starting in the summer of 1888 and was completed; by late Fall
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of the same year. On December 7, 1888 the Charter was signed and the
First Congregational Church of West Warren came into being.
In 1937 the West Warren Church joined the churches of LeRaysville,
Potterville, and Neath, to form the “Dille Co-operative Parish”, named
after Rev. & Mrs. Carl Dille, who went to Africa as missionaries in 1939
after serving a little over one year as Pastor.
In 1963 the membership of West Warren, LeRaysville, and Potterville
voted to join the United Church of Christ. At this time the members of
the Neath Church did not wish to join and since, have not been a part of
the Dille Co-Op Parish.
When the “Dille Co-op Parish was first formed, church services were held
every Sunday in each church. As the years passed services were then
held in two churches per week and the churches alternated weeks, then
it went to one church service held weekly and it rotates between the
three churches. In 1990 the West Warren members voted to withdraw
from the Dille Co-op Parish and later the U.C.C. The church was once
again called The First Congregational Church of West Warren and in
1992 joined the Forcee’s Conference, (Conservative Congregational
Christian Conference).
Over the years several modifications have been made to the church,
which include the lowering of the ceiling in the Sanctuary and dinning
room, paneling of the Sanctuary walls, carpet installed, addition of
dinning room space, kitchen and bathroom and a new water system.
Ground breaking ceremony for the new addition of six Sunday school
rooms was held on Oct. 1, 2000. The church bell that was purchased
and raised to the belfry in June of 1921 still rings every Sunday.
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South Warren Community Church
Written by Sylvia race with the help of Ellicott Lee, Jr.
Finally, South Warren had a Methodist Episcopal Church. It is first listed
on the Beers Atlas map in 1869. The early history is unknown, but by
1931 the structure was in disrepair and being used to store hay. The
church was reorganized as the South Warren Community Church and
kept going through supply pastors from Practical Bible School. In 1949,
Rev. George Jatko started serving as full-time pastor and under his
leadership the congregation flourished.
From the above information, it can be clearly seen that the tapestry of life
which has become Warren Township over the years, could not have been
created without the diverse and deep beliefs of many religious
congregations. These threads continue to bind us together today and
into the future.
Warren Township Schools
The first school in Warren was taught by R. Lee, in 1807. Overall, public
institutions in Warren Township have undergone increased
consolidation. Originally there were at least fourteen distinct school
districts in the township. By the 1870’s there were twelve school
districts, and they were still operating in the same way by 1903, when
records indicate that the average number of months of instruction was
seven. There were then two male teachers and ten female teachers, 148
male students and 104 female students. During the first half of the
twentieth century, these districts were further consolidated to one school
in Warren Center by the early twentieth century and eventually to the
North East Bradford school district. The motives for this consolidation
can be seen in H. L. Putnam’s report on Bradford County, from the 1903
record. Besides noting concerns over poor teacher salaries and student
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transportation his main position was, "Laws should be enacted which
shall encourage the people in sparsely settled districts to better their
schools … this should be apportioned in such a manner as to encourage
needed improvements, such as transportation of pupils and
consolidation of schools." (Report of the Superintendent of Public
Instruction of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 1903: p. 36, 362)
The school referred to in the Parley Colburn House was attended
voluntarily by the children of a few settlers, the teacher either donating
his time or was paid with free board, a few bushels of wheat, potatoes or
apples. It will be noted that the term now known as “school tax rate” had
not even been invented because maintenance was made by free will
donations. Free schools under state supervision came thirty years later
in 1834. The first County Superintendent of Schools to supervise
Warren Township Schools was elected in 1854.
Information is scarce on schools in our territory up to 1893. The
following, however is an exact account of a school board meeting held
Saturday, September 2, 1893 in Abell’s Hall. “At the call of the President
of the School Board met in Abell’s Hall, Saturday, September 2, 1893 at
2 o’clock P.M. for the purpose of purchasing books and supplies for the
schools of Warren Township in compliance with the “Free text book” law
approved May 18, 1893. Members present were: President C.E. Corbin,
G.B. Sleeper, A.H. Bowen, R.C. Whitaker, M.H. Deuel. John Prince being
absent. Minutes of previous meeting were read and approved. It was
moved and adopted that we supply our schools with Barnes History of
the United States in place of Swintons. Also, that we adopt Robinson’s
Shorter Course Arithmetics in place of Robinson’s Practical Higher
Course. Mr. H.W. Childs representing Sheldon and Company and
Americal Book Company, publishers of New Yourk was present. Through
him we ordered a Sheldon and Company Readers and Spellers to the
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amount of $48.64 and of the American Book Company, books to the
amount of $159.58. They allowed us 20% discount from their list price.
Guy w. Peck of Towanda was present. Of him we ordered school supplies
to the amount of $29.27. There being no further business, the board
adjourned to meet later over J.F. Cooper’s Store. Members present were:
C.E. Corbin, G.B. Sleeper, A.H. Bowen, M.H. Deuel and R.C. Whitaker.”
The selection of the teachers for the fall and winter term of 1893-1894
was unamiously ratified. Each teacher received $26 monthly. The term
of five months was changed to six months. The County Superintendent
was G.W. Ryan.
The minutes of the meeting continued to state that Miss Annetta Patton
(Mrs. Silas Sleeper) came to the board with an apparatus for teaching
Astronomical Geography. The Board decided not to purchase it. At the
same meeting the Board voted to secure boxes in which the books were
to be placed and the boxes nailed up for the summer. Facts concerning
the finances of the schools were: Receipts – State Aid - $1102.11 – Taxes
levied $2012.92 – Dog tax $.69 – Sale of books and pencils $.22.
Expenses: - Thirteen teachers’ wages - $2374.77 – sheep damage $21.00
– auditors’ fees $6.00 and other items amounting to $3676.34. The
auditors found the district in debt amounting to $314.01. The following
teachers were approved by the Board:
School No. 1. Warrenham – H. Louise Ring
2. Aurora – Winifred Hickey
3. Dunham – Mary Hickey
4. Warren Center – Miles Allyn
4. Warren Center – Annah Bowen
5. Shingle – Elmer Jones
6. Pendleton – Eva Root
7. Brown – Nellie Arnold
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8. West Warren – Hattie Stanton
9. Union – Eunice Davies
10. Cadis – Hattie Wolcott
11. Sleeper Hill – Anna Powell
12. Whalen – Nathan Young
13. Folk – Lizzie Hickey
At the time of this meeting – Warren Township had 160 males – 176
females – school attendance of 207 – a six month school term and at the
approximate cost of $95 per month.
Going back just a bit, records tell us that a school in 1880 known as the
Red School was then located on the flats of the farm, we know as the
George Allyn Farm. Because of frequent water flooding this school was
moved to higher ground on the site of the old High School Building.
There on the new location another room was added. At the time of the
1897-98 term there were 14 schools and 15 teachers – the number of
pupils enrolled – 306- the amount levied for school purposes were
$1902.58
The first local Institute was held at LeRaysville, Pa in 1899. The teachers
received the same pay as for a school day.
The board decided to close the Dunham and Folk Schools June 3, 1901
and on April 26, 1902 it was decided to advertise the Dunham, Folk,
Sleeper Hill and Shingle School houses for sale. On May 10, 1902 the
Sleeper Hill school building was sold to Silas Sleeper for $18; the
Dunham to Monroe Dunham for $11; the Folk to Eugene Allyn for $20
and the Shingle school building to A.H. Bowen for $18.50.
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It was decided to close the Warrenham School, June 1, 1903.
Arrangements were made to transport the Warrenham children to
Warren Center thus closing the Warrenham School, August 8, 1903.
At a meeting of the Board June 6, 1904, the Whalen School was closed.
It was also voted to close the Aurora School. It was decided to sell the
Warrenham School August 6, 1904 to Andrew Dewing for $20. The
Aurora School was reopened at this time temporarily. On September 16,
1905 the Whalen School was closed.
On August 10, 1907 the Union School was closed and pupils were sent
to Warren Center School. The Board voted to close the Pendleton and
Brown Schools June 1, 1908 and pupils were transported to the West
Warren School.
At a meeting July 1908 the Board decided to specify certain regulations
to the drivers of school routes such as: they should furnish good wagons
covered by curtains, should have plenty of blankets and soap stones.
Teachers’ salaries had gone up to $40 and $50. The principal received
$75. Drivers of school routes received from $.86 to $1.50 a day for
transporting pupils.

On February 18, 1911 the Whalen school building was sold to Frank
Southwick for $41 and the following June, the Brown schoolhouse was
sold to S.S. Brainard for $42. It was also decided to close the Union
School.

The last two schools to be closed were Cadis and West Warren. West
Warren School was closed in 1938. The building reverted back to its
owner.
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The Cadis School was closed in 1940. Twelve years later in 1952, the
building was sold to John Hastings.

The High School was changed from three years to two years in 1921. It
is known to have been changed back to a three year high school in 1923.
In 1923 the vacated Union School was moved to the back end of the High
School building. The woodshed was moved to make a place for it.

Board meetings were held in the High School building with the aid of a
kerosene barn lantern. In January 1937 the building was wired for
electricity. Part time Agriculture, Home Economics and Music were
added to the course of study.

In 1943 the high school was changed to a two year high school. Two
years later - 1945, it was permanently closed and pupils were
transported to Vestal, and/or LeRaysville. At this time in 1952, it was
voted to build a new building rather than renovate the old one.

A corporation - or the municipal authority was formed which was
composed of Milo Wilson, Aubrey Brister, Max Dewing, Leonard Barnes
and Merton Wheaton. It was also this same year that a joint school
board was formed to operate the schools of Rome, Windham, LeRaysville
Boro, Orwell, and Warren Townships.

In September 1953 the new Warren Township Elementary School was
occupied. The following year, the old high school building was sold at
auction to Carl Wilson.

Northeast Bradford Junior/Senior High School opened its doors
September 7, 1955 replacing Rome and LeRaysville High Schools and
serving all high school students now in the Northeast District.
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The Warren Center Elementary School was closed June 1970 and all
pupils are now transported to the new Northeast Bradford Elementary
School located near the Northeast Bradford High School at Rome,
Pennsylvania, R.D. #1.

As time goes on, it may become increasingly difficult for younger
generations to pin point the location of the thirteen schools described in
this report above. This committee has endeavored to make this an easier
task. Half of these schools were located on the present government tract.
The acre or less ground used, reverted back to the original owner when
the school ceased to exist. In most cases the buildings were liquidated.
A part of a stonewall - a lingering lilac bush even now is the only tangible
evidence of what was one time a part of the township’s greatest interests.
Following were the locations:
•

Aurora – On the Turnpike two tenths mile past Michigan Road
on right.

•

Dunham – On site of old Monroe Dunham farm and near the
Catholic Cemetery.

•

Folk – Midway on road leading from S. E. Pendleton farm to
Ashley Allyn farm.

•

Shelton – Midway on the Catholic Cemetery – Harry Strope
Road or on the corner known as Boland’s Corners.

•

Warrenham – On Montrose Turnpike on the corner bend of road
leading to Hiram Dewing farm.

•

Warren Center – North of creek on former George Allyn farm –
Later up the road to higher ground where the present Warren
Township Fire Station now stands.
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•

Sleeper Hill – On corner of roads known as Sleeper Hill road the
road connecting with Warren Center – Lake O’Meadows – on the
property of Sylvenus Gower.

•

Brown – On or about the spot where either the Kenneth Oakley
home or the present telephone building stand.

•

Whalen – At the juncture of Warren Center – Highland Lake and
Neath roads.

•
•
•

Cadis – Continued location – now latest building, a replacement
of one by fire is a home.
Pendleton – (South Warren area) Near Pendleton’s Corners or
more accurately on site ¼ mile south on former Howard Kelley
lot.
Union – Beyond Highland Lake on road passing “the brick
house”. The building moved to Warren Center to become part of
Warren Center School – an addition on the back of the building
for the seventh and eighth grades at the time.

•

West Warren – Building still stands on the present Antisdel
farm.

Other schools existed for brief periods before the “era” of the thirteen
schools but little or no information is known. As an illustration a school
did exist about Civil War time near Runyon’s Corners and juncture
leading to Keith Newman farm. A school known as the Arnold Hill School
was located on the hill north of the present Audra Allyn farm and also a
school somewhere near the brick house in the Highland Lake Area.
There may have been others.

It is evident that education has always been a cornerstone in Warren
Township. The constant upgrading and improvement to our local school
system continues today. As with our religious convictions, we are proud
of our educational heritage.
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Other Community Services
Likewise, consolidation has been a principle focus in other aspects of our
public facilities. There were originally five post offices in the township
(South Warren, Warren Center, West Warren, Warrenham, and Cadis),
while now there is just one, located in Warren Center.
However through regionalized programs, our seniors have better access
to services, the county library reaches out into our community with
mobile locations and county services are easily reached by all.
Other Organizations
The earliest organization of the Patrons of Husbandry in Bradford County
had been Grange, No. 39, of Pike Township. When it was organized, on
23 November 1873, the grange movement in Pennsylvania was only
slightly over two years old. Many grange organizations followed quickly,
including the earliest grange in Warren Township, West Warren Grange,
No. 298. It was founded on 7 October 1874, with 30 members, led by
master I. S. Rogers. A second grange was founded in Warren Center on 4
February 1907, Warren Center Grange, No. 1337. Both of these granges
in Warren Township became important centers for rural community life
during the late nineteenth and early twentieth century. Their history is
typical of scores of granges. The West Warren Grange disbanded, but for
twenty years, the Warren Center Grange sponsored a fair called "Old
Home Days" that included parades, visiting bands, speakers, dinners,
barbecues, and exhibits. The grange ran a variety of fund raising drives,
but by the late twentieth century, membership dropped so low that the
remaining membership decided to also disband and join the nearby
Wappasening Grange, No. 188 in Windham, which had been founded on
9 April 1874. The Warren Center Grange donated their grange building
and land to the township. The structure was razed by the Township
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Supervisors in 2004. (Information from Grange History 1873-1985:
Bradford – Sullivan Counties, The Village Press, West Warren, PA 1985)
The Century of Restructuring (1914-present)
Since the First World War, the general population movement has been
out of rural areas and into urban and sub-urban regions. The
development of the automobile as a quick and easy means of individual
transportation has led to many changes in rural development. As family
farms have dwindled, areas have had to deal with aging populations and
more consolidated resources. In Warren Township, the process was
already underway by the post-Civil War period. The changes of the
twentieth century have only accelerated the existing changes.
Historically, the Great Depression was a major factor in the rapid
decrease in Warren Township population. Entire communities of farmers
lost their property to the bank, the store, or for taxes. The federal
government responded by purchasing a large number of contagious
parcels with the intent of possibly constructing a military base. The
military base never came to be. The federal government then transferred
the land to the Commonwealth. Whether the transfer was by sale or
long-term lease has not been researched at this time. The
Commonwealth used the land to establish what is now State Game
Lands 219. This move consolidated areas that would be returned to
wilderness and provide recreational attractions for sportsmen.
During roughly the same period, two lakes in Warren Township were
being developed as recreational facilities: Highland Lake and Lake-OMeadows. Of the two lakes, the first to develop lakeside cottages was
Highland Lake. These facilities attracted an increasing number of
summer vacationers to the relative peace and quiet of Warren Township.
Over the past decades, many of these city residents who discovered the
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beauty and serenity of our township have decided to use Warren
Township as either a seasonal residence or as a retirement home.
Since the 1950’s, the development of major business in the greater
Binghamton metropolitan area have attracted a certain number of suburban commuters to the pastoral landscape of Warren Township. The
ease of automobile transportation to journey the roughly 30-mile
distance, combined with an affordable tax structure has made Warren
Township an attractive bedroom community. The ease and efficiency of
the internet and other electronic means of global communication make it
increasingly feasible to telecommute to work, while at home. This is an
alternative to relocating to a more expensive area and an aid to
developing home businesses, both of which are very well suited to
Warren Township.
As traditional family farms continued to fail during the subsequent
decades, a growing number of Amish families have bought up several
farms in our township, and the neighboring townships. By diligence and
hard work, they continue to turn dilapidated structures into efficient
agricultural producers. They have added to the entrepreneurial spirit of
our township by building shops and stores. And the Amish provide a
sense of an old fashioned era of the horse and buggy, which is itself an
attraction for the urban vacationer seeking a place to "get away from it
all." As we look forward, we are always reminded of our past. Warren
Township provides a memory of a slower pace of rural life that is a
welcome relief in an increasingly hectic world.
We wish to extend our sincere appreciation to all those individuals who provided
information, photos, church histories, etc. In addition, we wish to specifically thank:
Sheldon Gosline for his initial compilation of materials; Russell Dewing for his legwork in
compiling cemetery information; Ruth Dewing for her tireless efforts in proofreading the
many versions; and John Hayes for preparing the final compilation.
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